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denise shannon literary agency inc

    LONDON BOOK FAIR 2017
Foreign rights to titles described below are controlled by DSLA and its co-agents.
Osama Alomar            THE TEETH OF THE COMB & OTHER STORIES (New Directions) 
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“In Alomar’s stories, fantasy never devolves into mere whimsy.  His magical imaginative creations are, every one, inspired by his deeply felt philosophical, moral, and political convictions, giving these tales a heartfelt urgency.” 

(Lydia Davis, NewYorker.com)
“Alomar’s writing brims with hope, and this slim volume is full of compassion and depth. “ (Publishers Weekly, starred review)
“Elegant, often elegiac sketches by Syrian-born writer Alomar…are masterpieces of compression…” (Kirkus, starred review) 
One complete story in Osama Alomar’s collection, “The Knife,” goes like this: “He was born with a silver knife in his mouth. And he was its first victim.”  Alomar, a Syrian refugee, wields the short story form like a knife, carving out newly precise, compressed spaces to combine the allegorical and political.  These wonderful small stories animate new realities and make us see our reality anew.  His pamphlet-size collection of short stories titled FULLBLOOD ARABIAN was published in 2014.  He was born in Damascus and now lives in Pittsburgh.  

Foreign rights to FULLBLOOD ARABIAN (2014) sold: Flamme Forlag/Norwegian 

Publication date: April 2017 
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Darcey Bell                 A SIMPLE FAVOR  (Harper)
**Major option deal with Fox 2000 for feature development**
**24 Foreign Rights sold**
**Announced first printing of 100,000 copies**
**Bestseller Buzz**
“Sly, satirical, subversive: a deliciously poisoned cupcake of a story.” 

(L.S. Hilton, author of The New York Times bestselling novel, Maestra)
“Debut-novelist Bell ramps up suspense with authority in this domestic thriller, in which actions seem as inevitable as they are chilling. The audience that made Gone Girl a publishing sensation is likely to take to this one, too.” 
(Booklist, starred review) 
Early readers have called A SIMPLE FAVOR “Gone Girl on steroids” and an eerie and chilling psychological thriller that exposes the dark underbelly of female friendship.  Stephanie, a mommy blogger, is star-struck and jealous of fashion executive Emily, a fellow parent. Stephanie is shocked when Emily suddenly disappears, leaving her son and husband with no warning.   All sorts of twists and turns follow including a complicated revenge scheme twisted up in the ongoing question of who’s duping whom.  
Publication Date: March 2017

Foreign rights sold: Pan Macmillan/UK, Bertrand/Portuguese in Brazil, Rizzoli/Italian, Prometheus/Dutch, Vulkan/Serbian, HarperCollins/German, G.E.C Gads Forlag A.S/Danish, Dogan Egmont/Turkish, Hugo & Cie/French,  Klidarithmos Publications/Greek, Citic Publishing Group/Chinese (simplified), Świat Książki/Polish, AST License Limited/Russian, Leda Spol/Czech, Gabo Kiado/Hungarian, Hayakawa Shobo/Japanese, Hyeonamsa Publishing/Korean, Penguin Random House/Spanish, Hemiro Limited/Ukrainian, Delight Press/Simplified Chinese (Taiwan), Grup Media Litera/Romanian, Bertrand/Portguese in Portugal, IKAR A.S./Slovak, La Campana/Catalan
Chanelle Benz            THE MAN WHO SHOT OUT MY EYE IS DEAD: STORIES (Ecco)
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“Whether a newly initiated outlaw on a wild Texas plain or a 16th-century English monk being thrown out of a monastery, the characters of Chanelle Benz's short stories reel you in, taking you to other times and places. It's a gripping trip….a remarkable collection from a refreshing new voice in American short fiction."
(Houston Chronicle)
“A riveting new voice in American fiction.” (George Saunders)
In her stunningly original debut collection, Chanelle Benz tells about lives across history marked by violence and longing. Her themes are identity, abandonment, broken families, the way that bodies are tied to land, and the things we do which can never be undone. 
Publication Date: January 2017
Foreign rights sold: Éditions du Seuil/French 
Chanelle Benz           THE GONE DEAD (Ecco)
THE GONE DEAD, a big, atmospheric debut novel set in the Mississippi Delta, centers on Addison Davis and her return to the town she left to sort out the mysteries in her life and the mysteries of her long-estranged father’s death. Addison was there the night her father died some thirty-years before, but she was four-years-old. It's hard and perhaps almost impossible for her to separate what she remembers from what she's invented. Profoundly alone with only her dog and her gun, Addison struggles to trust her father’s younger brother, the enigmatic but down-on-his-luck Uncle Dee. But over time her initial impressions of her erratic neighbors, her father's bitter ex-girlfriend, and the bumbling scholar of her father's work are overturned. Ultimately, Addison must decide if what she wants is justice, revenge, or closure with the truth she comes to learn. 
Delivery Date: May 2017
Foreign rights sold: Éditions du Seuil/French 
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Kevin Canty              THE UNDERWORLD  (Norton)
"…a masterly and moving novel.  Any writer will admire and envy his deft management of a range of characters and story lines, his cinematic evocation of place and period—even weather—and his ability to crank up nearly unbearable tension. And any reader will empathize with his sometimes flawed, sometimes valiant people, as they wrestle with the perplexities of social class, family and love.” (David Gates, author of Jernigan)
“You might compare him to Joy Williams, or Tom Drury, or Denis Johnson, or The Coen Brothers, but he is his own unique animal, and The Underworld is among his best work.  Brutal and delicate, hilarious and totally heartbreaking.”   
(Dan Chaon, author of Await Your Reply)
THE UNDERWORLD is set in a small struggling working-class town in Idaho dominated by the silver mine around which the town developed.  Through multiple points of view, Canty tells the story of a community in the aftermath of a deadly mine disaster. In the vein of Russell Bank's THE SWEET HEREAFTER, Canty powerfully conjures a whole world in this one.  
Publication Date: March 2017

Foreign rights sold: Albin-Michel/French and De Harmonie/Dutch
Robert Cohen & Jay Parini      THE WRITER’S READER: VOCATION,




PREPARATION, CREATION (Bloomsbury US)     
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“A wondrous compendium of essays both well-loved and new to me, each of which feels as if it were written in the middle of the night to be tossed in a bottle for another writer not yet born. The words of the improbable fortune papers read: It will be impossible. Keep going. Take heart.”  
(Mona Simpson, author of Anywhere But Here)
THE WRITER’S READER is an anthology of literary essays from a roster of some of the finest international writers including Walter Benjamin, Philip Roth, Zadie Smith and David Foster Wallace, on the subject of fiction writing. This collection of thirty-five essays is provocative, inspirational, often quirky, and unfailingly entertaining.  
Publication date: January 2017  

(UK rights controlled by Bloomsbury US, rest of world by DSLA and its coagents) 
Ben Marcus               UNTITLED SHORT STORY COLLECTION (Knopf)  
Ben Marcus has been described as “one of the most stunningly original and profoundly unsettling writers of his generation” by The Guardian, and has been compared to Donald Barthelme, David Foster Wallace, Italo Calvino and even Samuel Beckett.  NYTBR called Marcus’s last short story collection, LEAVING THE SEA, “exhilarating, a treatment of both the world and the self as hostile strangers, where a man can become ‘an allergy to himself,’ and where language is both powerful and poisonous. . . Marcus presents a deeper range of identification for the reader, more emotional complexity, but still plenty of the chair-gripping alienation that marked his previous books . . . Thoroughly and perversely entertaining.”  Ben Marcus is also the author of the novels, THE FLAME ALPHABET and NOTABLE AMERICAN WOMEN; and the story collection THE AGE OF WIRE AND STRING.
Delivery date: June 2017 
Foreign rights sold: Granta/UK 
Foreign rights to LEAVING THE SEA (2014) sold: Granta/UK, Hoffman & Campe/German, Èditions du Sous-Sol/French 
William R. Polk       UNDERSTANDING IRAN: Everything You Need to Know, From 

Persia to the Islamic Republic, From Cyrus to Ahmadinejad        

                           
(Palgrave Macmillan, reissued 2016)
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“A great guide if you want to understand the country.”  (Fareed Zakaria, bestselling author of The Post-American World and host of CNN’s GPS)
“…a deep understanding of Iran, its history and its culture. He tells a story that anyone who cares about America and Iran should read.” (David Ignatius, columnist for The Washington Post and author of The Increment)
William R. Polk, a highly-esteemed statesman and scholar, provides an essential short history of a country at the center of world politics. He describes a country and a history misunderstood by many in the West – while Iranians chafe under the yolk of their current leaders, they also have bitter memories of generations of British, Russian and American espionage, invasion, and dominance.  There are important lessons to be learned from the past, and Polk teases them out of a long and rich history.
Publication date: 2016 (originally published in 2009) 
Foreign rights sold: Hizashi/Complex Chinese (Taiwan)
Samuel P. Huntington       WHO ARE WE? The Challenges to America’s National 


    Identity (Simon & Schuster)
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WHO ARE WE? was originally published in 2004 and sold to 21 countries. The book is now getting a big boost because of Trump’s anti-immigrant policies.  Even though its focus is U.S., discussions of national identities and assimilation of immigrant populations are causing disruptions around the globe, and this is a brilliant book that is prescient in the same way that his earlier international bestseller THE CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS was.  Fareed Zakaria, influential host of CNN's GPS, named WHO ARE WE his book of the week on November 27, 2016.  
Publication date: May 2004

Recent foreign rights sold: Xinhua/Simplified Chinese, Editions Odile Jacob/French, Gimm Young Co. Publishers/Korean, Shueisha/Japanese
Earlier foreign rights sold (now reverted): Garzanti S.r.l./Italian, Ediciones Paidos Lberica/Spanish, Europa Verlag Gmbh/German, Standaard Uitgeverij/Dutch, Ast/Toymania Publishers/Russian, Znak/Polish, Rybka/Czech, Penguin Books India/English in India, Csa Global Yayin Ajansi/Turkish, Izvori Publishers/Croatian, Institut Terjemahan Negara Malaysia Berhad/Malaysian, Lettre International Denmark/Danish, Antet Xx Press/Romanian, Europa Konyvkiado/Hungarian, Obsidian Publishers/Bulgarian, Cid/Serbian, Rive Gauche/Taiwanese, Livanis/Greek, SCC/Arabic 
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Kirstin Valdez Quade
 NIGHT AT THE FIESTAS: STORIES (Norton)
Kirstin Valdez Quade has won practically every first book prize that exists, the Sue Kaufman Prize for First Fiction (AAAL), the National Book Critics Circle’s John Leonard Award for a debut book, and the National Book Foundation’s 5 Under 35 for emerging fiction writers. The book was also one of NYTBR Notable Books of 2015.  In a rave review, The Atlantic noted that “Quade goes for vivid spectacle and theatrical plot twists,” and NYTBR praised it as “a variety of beauty too rare in contemporary literature….The collection reminds us, again and again, that each of us has only one life, and forces us to confront the biggest questions.” 
Valdez Quade was a Wallace Stegner Fellow at Stanford University, and she is currently Assistant Professor at Princeton University.

Publication date: February 2015
Kirstin Valdez Quade    UNTITLED NOVEL (Norton)
Quade's first novel is an expansion of her much-praised New Yorker story, "The Five Wounds."  It opens during Semana Santa (Passion Week) in a small town in northern New Mexico.  Amadeo Padilla has been given the part of Jesus in the Passion procession, and he is preparing for this role, which he believes will redeem him and transform his life, when his pregnant fourteen-year-old daughter Angel shows up on his doorstep.  It is an exploration of the painful complexities of family obligation and is inspired by the work of writers such as Alice Munro and Antonya Nelson.  Written in alternating third-person points of view, it is a book about surviving the pressures of personal and cultural history and about the limitations of faith, as the characters discover that their pasts can be a source of both destructive pain and also great sustenance, and that the binds of family are not a birthright but must be constantly made anew.

Delivery date: September 2017
Hugh Raffles              NORTH: Rocks, Stones and Other Elemental Things (Pantheon) From the author of the widely-acclaimed INSECTOPEDIA comes NORTH.  Hugh Raffles weaves together memoir, history, and geology in a mesmerizing narrative that takes readers on a journey through eight northern landscapes to understand what gives these places their special meaning. Readers discover the forgotten stone monuments of London (where Raffles was raised), the ancient stone circles at Callanish in the Outer Hebrides (where, as a teenager, he would visit his sister), and the forgotten Native American rock shelters and marble quarries of northern Manhattan (where he now lives). They travel on the northbound train that his great-aunt took after her release from the Nazi mica factory at Theresienstadt, and explore the far latitudes of Iceland, Greenland, and Svalbard, encountering mountain spirits, meteorite hunters, polar explorers, coal and metal miners, and the new uncertainties of climate change. NORTH is a meditation on place and time, and a deeply-informed travelogue, a book that shows us how everything new is already riven with the shards of the histories from which it is made.
Praise for INSECTOPEDIA: 

“As inventive and wide ranging and full of astonishing surprises as the vast insect world itself. Raffles takes us on a delirious journey, zooming in and out from the microscopic to the global, from the titillating to the profound, from Niger to China, from one square mile above Louisiana to the recesses of his own mind.” (The New York Times)

“[A] big, beautiful testament to the glory of paying attention.” (Anthony Doerr, The Boston Globe) 

Foreign rights sold to INSECTOPEDIA (2010): Contact/Dutch, Book 21/Korean, Matthes & Seitz/German, Éditions Wildproject/French, River Gauche/Complex Chinese (Taiwan), Ad Marginem Press/Russian 
Delivery Date: December 2017 
************************************************************************
Also of interest (but foreign rights are controlled by the U.S. publishers or in the case of Ian McGuire’s THE NORTH WATER and Phil Harrison’s THE FIRST DAY by Greene & Heaton in London)
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THE NORTH WATER by Ian McGuire (Henry Holt, April 2016) 

“…riveting and darkly brilliant… The North Water feels like the result of an encounter between Joseph Conrad and Cormac McCarthy in some run-down port as they offer each other a long, sour nod of recognition.” (Colm Toibin, The New York Times Book Review)
“Brilliant… It's a fast-paced, gripping story set in a world of gruesome violence and perversity, where 'why?' is not a question and murder happens on a whim: but where a very faint ray of grace and hope lights up the landscape of salt and blood and ice. A tour de force of narrative tension and a masterful reconstruction of a lost world that seems to exist at the limits of the human imagination.” (Hilary Mantel, author of Wolf Hall)

“This is a novel that tales us to the limits of flesh and blood. Utterly convincing and compelling, remorselessly vivid, and insidiously witty, The North Water is a startling achievement.” (Martin Amis, author of London Fields)

Noted as one of The New York Times 10 Best Books of 2016, THE NORTH WATER follows Sumner, a surgeon whose past deeds have made a more conventional career impossible, joins the largely unsavory characters aboard a whaling ship in 1860. McGuire’s novel is an exciting story, packed with violent incidents, that reveals what happens when a flawed everyman comes up against absolute evil in another human being and how it tess all the characters’ morality and brings out the worst, and, in some cases the best, amidst the savage natural environment. 
Publication Date: March 2016
Foreign rights sold: Scribner/UK, Editions/French, Mare/German, Family Leisure Club/Russian, Roca/Spanish, Citic/Chinese, Europa/Hungarian, Chi Ming/Taiwanese, Shinchosha/Japanese, Host/Czech, Psichogios/Greek, Einaudi/Italian, Open Books/Korean,  Cargo/Dutch, Proszynski/Polish, Polirom/Romanian, Dogan Kitap/Turkey 
MY EX-LIFE by Stephen McCauley (Flatiron Books)
The New York Times has called Stephen McCauley “the secret love child of Edith Wharton and Woody Allen.”  In MY EX-LIFE, we have his best book. An ex-couple comes back together when their individual lives are coming apart.  David and Julie married just after their college years but it ended, somewhat poorly, when David comes to terms with his true sexuality.  Now, David is a freelance college guidance counselor for the spoiled children of San Francisco’s elite, and Julie, divorced for a second time, runs an illegal B&B in the destination coastal town of Beauport, MA.  Long out of touch and hoping to escape his personal troubles, David takes Julie up on her invitation to come east to help steer her daughter in the college search process.  Thrown together, it’s anything but simple for the two of them. Amidst meddling B&B guests, a house that’s falling apart, Oliver the three-legged dog, and old conniving friends, the question remains whether they will be able to stop their lives from spinning out of control.
Stephen McCauley is the author of six previous novels, including The Object of My Affection, True Enough, and Alternatives to Sex. Many have been national bestsellers, and three have been made into feature films.  He was named a Chevalier in the Order of Arts and Letters by the French Ministry of Culture.  His fiction, reviews, and articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Harper's, Vogue, and many other publications.  In his spare time, he practices yoga, the ukulele, and ironic detachment.

Delivery Date: May 2017 
PIGS by Johanna Stoberock (Red Hen Press)
Set on a Pacific island populated by a handful of people including four children who are enslaved by the adults and forced to feed the garbage that washes onto shore to a ferocious herd of pigs. Stoberock has delivered.  The author has a strong voice with a unique, otherworldly story to tell.  While the author wasn't chosen the winner, she was made runner up for the Italo Calvino Prize judged this year by Jonathan Lethem.

Johanna Stoberock lives in Walla Walla, Washington. 
Delivery Date: September 2017
HOTEL SOLITAIRE by Gary Shteyngart (Random House)
It is the Summer of Trump.  Barry Cohen, fleeing his failing hedge fund (named This Side of Capital) and a marriage in tatters, journeys across America by Greyhound bus to rediscover a first love.  Back in New York, his brilliant and beautiful wife begins a complicated affair with her downstairs neighbor.  A super smart, poignant exploration of marriage in a world where money = faith.  

His last novel, SUPER SAD TRUE LOVE STORY, a New York Times bestseller, sold to Granta/UK, Rowohlt/German, Simanim Publishing House/Hebrew, Gyldendal/Dutch, Guanda/Italian, Rocco/Portugese in Brazil, Éditions de L’Olivier/French, Duomo/Spanish in Spain, Alfa Basim/Turkish, Cankarieva Zalozba/Slovenian, Swiat Ksiazki/Polish, April Books/Korean, Eksmo/Russian, Shanghai 99/Simplified Chinese, Ars Longa/Chinese (complex), Colibri/Bulgarian, Skolska Knjiga/Croatian, Argo/Czech, Lebowski/Norwegian, Nha Nam/Vietnamese, PT Pustaka Alvabet Books/Bahasa Indonesia, NHK/Japanese, and Šahinpašić BTC/Bosnian.
Delivery Date: August 2017 
THE FIRST DAY by Phil Harrison (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

THE FIRST DAY opens in 2012 in Belfast. Samuel Orr, a family man, a pastor, meets Anna, a young Beckett scholar, and they embark on a passionate affair.   Once the affair is revealed, the repercussions are quick to come, with violent fallouts that everyone involved will spend the rest of their lives trying to recover from.  The story moves forward rapidly and makes the book impossible to put down.  There’s an intellectual snap to their flirtation as Anna speaks to Orr through Beckett and Orr speaks to Anna through the Bible.  The second half of the book, some thirty years later, takes up the story of the next generation in New York City, and this is where it gets really dark.  This book marks the beginning of a major career. 

Phil Harrison is an award-winning independent filmmaker.  He lives in Belfast.  Fleet/Little, Brown will publish in June 2017.  
Publication Date: October 2017

THE FLATLINERS CLUB by Erin Saldin (YA with Simon Pulse)
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THE FLATLINERS CLUB, a sort of "Dawson's Creek" meets "The Breakfast Club", is about a group of high school friends, mostly seniors, in an awesomely beautiful resort town, where wealthy weekenders treat them like losers.  Told in four alternating points of view, one of them is dealing pot and gets into serious danger with her suppliers.  Another is a jock who has lost his scholarship but hasn't told anyone, so is living under a kind of unbearable guilt and shame that he sees no way out of.  Saldin's debut YA novel, THE GIRLS OF NO RETURN (Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine, 2012), received three starred reviews. Booklist called it a “psychological mind-bender…[R]aw, gripping, and deftly rolled out by a writer-to-watch,” and Elissa Schappell, in a review in The New York Times Sunday Book Review, described it as “a smart, absorbing story about damaged girls realizing how hard it is to connect with other people.” 
Delivery Date: April 2017

TOSCANINI: A BIOGRAPHY by Harvey Sachs (Norton/Liveright)

“Arturo Toscanini was a gigantic figure in the history of musical performance, especially opera performance.  He knew Verdi, Puccini, Debussy, Richard Strauss, and many of the other great composers of his day personally, and he worked his entire life to make opera a total experience—vocal, orchestral, theatrical, and visual.  Harvey Sachs’s new biography is the most complete and involving story ever written about this amazing life.” (Plácido Domingo)

“Most conductors take great music in discreet steps; the score, the orchestra, the various instruments -- but Toscannini was a unifying force.  Harvey Sachs's comprehensive new biography dramatically recreates both the conductor's musical genius and the politics of a distant age.” (Francis Ford Coppola)

In 1978 Harvey Sachs' first book was a biography of Toscanini, which was long revered as the best book on the subject. Sachs has completed a rewriting of Toscanini's life, using an extraordinary amount of new material only recently available. This includes 100-plus tapes of Toscanini talking to family and friends at the end of his life, on which he goes into great detail about events from his childhood on, and discusses singers, instrumentalists, composers, other conductors, etc. Sachs has also drawn on the archives of several key opera houses, starting with La Scala, and, above all, the Toscanini family archives, which were still in limbo in the '70s and uncatalogued until the '90s.  Italian rights have sold to Saggiatore.
Publication date: June 2017
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MISTER MONKEY by Francine Prose (Harper) 

“Chekhovian.  It’s that good.  It’s that funny.  It’s that sad.  It’s that deceptive and deep.” (Cathleen Schine, The New York Times Book Review) 
“In this strong, humane, and funny novel, Prose has treated us to an enthralling entertainment both on and off stage.”  (The Boston Globe)
Francine Prose has written an ingenious, darkly humorous novel that follows the exploits and intrigue of a constellation of characters affiliated with an off-off-off-off Broadway children’s theater production.

This effervescent comedy is told from the viewpoints of wildly unreliable, seemingly disparate characters whose lives become deeply connected as the narrative unfolds.  Prose—with her trademark wit and social acumen—takes on everything from the evolutionary theories of Charles Darwin to the absurdity of child-raising in contemporary Manhattan, bringing light to humanity’s most profound mysteries: art, ambition, childhood, aging, and love.

Publication Date: October 2016
Optioned for Musical Stage Rights by John Logan 

8

